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MISSIONARIES. 


Among the many means used to promulgate the 
wretched docirines and (raditions of men, that which 
wrings from the little child, the hard earned penny, we 
deem the most contemptible. It truly excites both 
our pity and contempt, to behold the proceedings in 
these really despicable societies. We doubt not the 
sincerity of many of these persons, who may be consid- 
ered pious and respectable ; but they, really, need our 
charity to hide their faults and imbecilities. The in- 
tentions of some, we presume, are good ; but the cause 
pursued, to effect their purposes, we consider not only 
dishonorable to beings who pretend fo be in the posses- 
sion of reason and honesty, but, greatly destitute of 
judgment and wisdom! ‘Tradition, that destroyer of 
the happiness of man, needs only invent the truly ri- 
ciculous plan of converting the *theathen”’ to receive 
an assent from a very respectable class of the religious 
community. Why men, who on all subjects, even ol 
the most unimportant nature, require substantial and 
indisputable testimonies, and well-grounded reasons, 
before ihey give their assent, do not exercise more judg- 
ment on these subjects, is, to us, wholly unaccountable! 
An iuspired writer has said, that such as a man sows, 
be shall also reap. From this we infer, that if a man 
sows with falsehood ; with falsehood he must gather his 
iruit. ‘These cent societies that are stalking through 
our land at the present time, are based on falsehood : 
and every means, which falsehood can devise and exe- 
cute, is resorted to, to prop a bad and sinking cause. 
‘To convince the reader of the truth of this assertion, 
we need only state what transpired under our personal 
observation a few days since. ‘The Calvinists, of dif- 
ferent parts of contiguous towns, met, some few days 
since, for the purpose of organizing a ** cent society.” 
They agreed upon a plan and constitution, and made 
arrangements for effecting their adoption. They agreed 
that a certain young clergyman, (whom they probably 
inicnd to send on a missionary expedition at some fu- 
ture period,) sheuld prepare an address to be deliver- 
ed at their meeting which they purposed holding soon. 
The young gentleman yielded to their solicitations ; 
and set Limeelf about his work. It being convenient, 
and having an anxiety to hear, we attended. Not to 
say any thing of the preacher’s manner and style, it was 
a wonderful production! Every argument, which could 
awaken the fears, or excite the compassion of his aud- 
rence, was, with a master-hand, presented to his hear- 
ers. A most dreadful description was given of the 
*‘miserable” savage. ‘The preacher, expressly, told us 
that these poor creatures, in whose behalf he was plead- 
ing, were destitute of all moral goodness, and daily 
dropping into hell ; where they would be elernally pun- 
ished! That they were destitute of every necessary 
comfort of life; and that they were daily perishing, ev- 
erlustingly perishing, for the want of missionaries! The 
young gentleman, in the course of his address, gave us 
a remarkable instance of the treachery of memory, as 
wel] as a wonderful specimen of his own depravity. In 





to the forest in the pursuit of game. That his brother, 
or fellow Indian, taking advantage of his absence, would 
secretly repair to the wig-wam which he had but just 
quitted ; and, with deliberate coolness, with unheard of 
barbarity, mercilessly butcher these tittle helpless inno- 
cents! How the preacher knew this, we could not im- 
agine. Had he not again and again reiterated the 
same thing, we should have supposed ourselves laboring 


explicilly asserted this, as a general thing, we should 
not have noticed it. To hear a man, who, at least half 
a dozen times in every discourse, tells us he expects to 
stand before the awful bar of Almighty God, at a great 
and notable judgment, and receive a reward for all his 
sins, publicly declare that the natives of America de- 
light in, and daily practice murdering their offspring, 
and this in coo] blood, without any provocation, shocks 
every man of honesty and truth! It will answer, per- 
haps, to preach these abominable and absurd doctrines, 
to the credulous; to the timid; to the ignorant ; to 
the followers of Calvin ; and the uninformed child ;— 
But, to shock the cultivated and sensible mind with a 
recitation of falsehood, is too presumptious! Of all 
beggary, with which we have any acquaintance, we 
think this the most ridiculous and mean. ‘These mis- 
sionary advocates have endeavored to convince us, that 
the object was good, and that it would terminate great- 
ly to our future advantage; besides it would save the 
savages from interminable torment. To us, it is evi- 
dent they wish only to palm upon them the doctrine of 
original sin, total depravity, particular election, and 
endless misery —the inventions of priest-craft and super- 
stition. If they wish to disseminate t»ese inconsistent 
and disgraceful doctrines,—Jet .men, whose coffers 
are filled with thousands, defray the expense; their 
money in this way may procure them a passport to 
heaven, But God forbid that they should rob the little 
industrious child of his money ! We ex conceive noth- 
ing that appears more contemptible than this species of 
beggary. If we have any thing to spare; we can with 
little trouble find objects worthy our charity. Why do 
not these men establish societies for clothing, feeding, 
and educating the children of poor bit industrious fam- 
ilies? Call upon these men who are constantly crying 
give! give! and who are worth ‘hotsands, with a sub- 
scription to benefit the poor, or replace a burned build- 
ing, and you will obtain a perfect knowledge of their 
liberality. Urge them to relieve the necessities of their 
fellow. beings, and ten to one, they have bought a yoke 
ofoxen ora farm. Ask them to send a Universalist on 
a missionary expedition? and they will tell you “‘it is a 
gross insult.”? Inquire if they will support the Arminian 
, missionaries, and you wil] produce a wonderful & visible 
| effect. In our humble opinion, the sole object is to ex- 
port the Calvinistic doctrine to a “far country,” since 
it has become good for little, and unsaleable at home. 
We have only to say to these Calvinistic mendicants 
and pedlars, “what youdo, do quickly.” G*****, 











CURIOUS PROOF OF CONVERSION. 
About the conclusion of the peace of Ryswick, the 


noted Theorouet died at Montreal. The French gave 
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ON THE EXISTENCE OF A GOD. 
“The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God.” 
HOLY WRIt. 


Addressed to K*¥*****#®, of C####HHHHER 


Independent of the sacred writings, which unfold to 





| us the existence, character, and perfections of the- Dei- 
under a mistake ; and had he not represented, and even ty ; sufficient evidence, in my opinion, can be deduced 


from the natural world, from ‘the things that are seen,”’ 
to convince every rational, candid, and reflecting per- 
son, of the being ofa God. Yet, notwithstanding the 
revelations he has made to us, defining the. relation in 
which we stand to him, and the duty incumbent upon 
us to perform, history presents us instances, in which 
some have doubted his existence: while observation 
confirms the fact, that there are at the present day, 
some, who are inclined to a similar belief. 

Those sapient philosophers, however, who once in- 
troduced the idea, that it was equally easy to conceive 
of the existence of the universe from all eternity, as it 
was to conceive of the existence of a God, have long 
since descended to the land of darkness; and visited 
“that undiscovered country, from whose bourne no 
traveller returns:*’ And it is sincerely to be hoped, they 
have left few successors to their belief, to contaminate 
the principles of others. If there be.no God ;—if the 
globe, on which we dwell, is the production of chance, 
or, nature itself existing from all eternity ;—and if this 
nature, void of consciousness, ‘has no guide and no sp- 
perior ;—if all its movements are the necetsary effect of 
a property ever concealed in its essence, how dreadful a 
thought must agitate our minds! Not only should we 
renounce the hopes which enliven our existence; not 
only should we see the image of death, continually ad- 
vancing towards us; ‘but, an uncertain cause of fear 
would trouble our minds, and fill our souls with the 
most melancholy apprehensions !—It would ever be im- 
possible for us to discover, on what base in the univorse 
is reposed the destiny of man. 

Destroy all confidence in the existence of a God, 
and what would be the result? The whole structure 
of religion would be destroyed: and morality, being de- 
tached from the opinions which sustain it, would re- 
main a weak unsupported nolion ; sustained only by a 
policy, the power of which, time would ultimately an- 
nihilate! Destroy our belief in the existence of a 
Deity, and where would be that universal in/eres/, that 
sentiment pervading the breasts of all men, proper to 
form a general alliance betweenthem? Would not all 
that now appears ‘beautiful in the universe; all that ex- 
cites our enthusiasm, soon loose its influence and en- 
chantment, if we could perceive nothing in this scene, 





but the play of atoms, the uniform walk of necessity ?— 
/Yes; that soul and spirit which animate man, that 
| power of thought, which perplexes and confounds those 
‘who reflect, would appear but a vain operation; if 
‘nothing preceded, or nothing were to follow, if some 
'unknown superior breath, or general intelligence did 
‘not animate nature. , 

‘Man, himself, is a proof of God’s existence.”— 
With an elegant writer,* let me inquire, ‘‘whence came 


a dissertation on sava ‘Itv. while address} im-|him christian burial in a pompous manner; the priest | pet - . 
: ge cruelty, while addressing him . > Regge oe waht ceed erect, orderly organization of the human body? Did 
self to the children, that composed the society, he enu- | Who attended him in his sickness, having pronounced | ipaie it of the earth self-formed ?—-If so, why do 
J : boo lit s t ° = 

merated the many blessings which they momently en-| the poor Indian to be a true christian; “for,” said he, bskqcnesolg oy ? wh 
- 5s Sahin lee ; SGanites , ; : .. | we never see men formed so at the present day‘ why 
joyed. He contrasted their situation with that of the | ‘‘while I explained to him the passion of our Saviour | ei see the clods of th bursting into birth 
Indian children. He unequivocally assested, that the whom the Jews crucified, he cried out, O! had I been | owe etn nee - mae — m an . , - : 
bates. y : land brightening into life and intelligence ?”--Because 


Indian parent would arise in the morning, with his gun | there, | would have reyenged his death, and bronght | 
in his hand, and accompanied by his faithful dog, repair | away their scalps }°? 





* Maxy. 
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matter is inactive. That, which has no.Jife, never can 
produce any. Man, in his greatest exertions, discovers 
his weakness, He studies, but he does not know him- 
self, He has.no consciousness of his origin, neither has 
he a.foresight of his end. We perceive him in the sit- 
uation of a dependent being. We discoverin his mind 
the stamp of,Omnipolence. He raises to Heaven his 
wishes and contemplations ; and, when intoxicating 
reason does lead him into error, he fears ; feels sensible 
there isa superior power ; seeks to adore him, and de- 
epises the rank, which inthe order of nature, some 
philosophers would assign him. JUSTITIA. 
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A QUESTION FOR A UNIVERSALIST. 


How long does amvioy (everlasting) mean when appli- 
ed to the wicked, and how long does aiavicy (eternal) 
mean when applied to the righteous ? 

In other words, what is the difference in the duration 
of the time, for the happy and the miserable in the fu- 
ture state, when the same original word is used in both 
oases? 

A satisfactory answer to this question, will make ma- 
ny new proselytes to-the universal doctrine. 6. 
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AN EPITOME OF A DISCOURSE. 


WRENTHAM, JULY 1. 
To the Editor of the Magazine, 


Sir,—The following is an epitome of a discourse, de- 
livered at the Baptist meeting-house in Wrentham, on 
Thursday last, by the Rev. Jonatnan Wirson, Pas- 
tor of the Baptist church in Attleborough ; from Isaiah 
lix. 1,2. After the introduction, in which he argued 
that opinion is the gift of God, and ought to be exercis- 
ed freely ; and that men ought to be consistent in their 
public and private circles, on theological subjects in 
particular,—he proceeded to prove from his text, Ist. 
Original sin. 2d. That the word of God is the crite- 
rion. 3d. All God’s works are good, and consequently 
He is not the author of sin. 4th. That man is a per- 
fect free agent. 5th. The law against sin must be ex- 
ecuted. 6th. Sin involves the subject in sorrow. 7th. 
The day that Adam transgressed, he died a spiritual 
death. 8th. The cause of temporal death is sin; and 
sin is the cause of a Saviour. 9ih. Sinners are dead 
under the law. 10th. There are no hopes of salvation 
if we die in our sins. 11th. Paul’s conversion, the 
fame as modern converts. 12th. The falling away of 
professors to sin, the best evidence that they are true 
godly christians. 15th. The sinner must get to heaven 
by his own exertions. i4th. No work of the creature 
can avail any thing, in the attainment of salvation, for 
salvation is of the Lord. 15th. The punishment for 
cin is infinite. 16th. The accountability’ of the crea- 
ture, arises fromthe dignity of God. 17th. Foreknowl- 
edge of God, never made man sin, man is naturally in- 
clined to sin, without any good principle whatever. 
(8th. A heart thatis totally depraved, is better than 
one that is partially good ; because, if a heart be partly 
good and partly bad; any change would make the bad 
sood, and the good bad’; but, if it be completely dev- 
lish, then no change could’ make it worse, but better. 
:9th. Sim is infinite, and must be punished infinitely. 
“brist must be infinite to atone forsin. 20th. The 
Holy Ghost is declared to be God in the scriptures, and 
‘@is Christ. 21st. The doctrine of the trinity, attempt- 
ed to be proved, by comparing the Godhead to a man 
who is a selectman of a town, a justice of the peace, 
aud town clerk, and officiates in these three severa} offi- 
ces, sat the same time, he is but one man. 22d. Christ’s 
sufferings saved no man; but opened a way whereby all 
mmay be saved. 23d. The debt of sin and death as 


mucli due from man, after Christ’s death, as before. 
24th. The hand of the Lord is able to save all men. 
25th. Men are all exactly alike. 26th. Christ himseif 
wo’.Id have sinned, had his atonement fell short of infi- 
nite. 27th. Sinners have nothing to fear, so much is 
the goodness of God. 28th. If God does justice, he 
will save none. 29th. Christ’s sufferings have satisfied 
an infinite dissatisfaction. 30th. After the soul has 
been brought to the knowledge of the truth, it sees that 
God has misrepresented himself. 31st. Ifa man die in 
his sins he will be eternally damued. 32d. He that is 
unjust, filty, &c. as recorded in Rev. xxii. 11, will be 
so to all eternity, according to the true sense of the 
passage. 33d. Nothing that the sinner can do, will 
save him. 34th. Except he repent and believe, he 
must be damned. 35th. A sinner may save himself, by 
pleading guilty before God. 36th. Sin is so henious in 
the sight of God, as to cause him to frown on his cho- 
sen elect. 37th. The doctrine of election, admitted 
but that of reprobation denied. 38th. Sin reprobates 
creatures from God.. Abraham was once a reprobate ; 
every man was once a reprobate; no foreknowledge 
ever-did, or ever can damna soul. 39th. All the hell 
that a man ever had, or will have, is in his own breast. 
The sinner carries hel] with him. 40th. Sins are of dif- 
ferent magnitudes. 

The above are the heads of the sermon, taken down 
by the subscriber, as they were delivered ; and in most 
eases verbatim, and where conciseness rendered it ne- 
cessary to abridge, care has been taken to give the sub- 
stance, as near as possible. The subscriber forbears to 
raake. any comment on the above compendium, believ- 
ing that the Magazine has many correspondents, whose 
superior talents and leisure, will give this communica- 
tion all the attention it deserves. Andhe is not aware, 
that the delicacy of expesing a sermon to publio peru- 
sal, the author of which never anticipated the same ; 
but, as the Rev. Mr. Wilson holds no: ordinary rank 
among. baptist preachers, it is presumed that he will 
have no objectio& to. the publicity of any sermon of his, 
or any extracts from them: and inthe present case, he 
will, by perusingthe above, be able to see how far he 
has adhered to consistency, which he so strongly re- 
commended, in the introduction of the discourse. 

JESSE WHITING. 

We hereby certify, that the above compendium is 
correctly minuted, and in no instance gives a false 
celoring to the sermon, in our opinion. 

DARIUS BALLOU. 
LEWIS METCALF. 


i eet 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 


Sir,—The following is an extract of a letter, which 
was addressed from feelings of unaffected friendship, to 
the first Baptist Charch of this town, [Boston]; with a 
hope, that it might arouse the dormant graces of their 
profession, and teach them that “‘the wrath of man 
worketh not the righteousness of God.” The church, 
having refused it ¢¥eu a: single reading, the extract is 
submitted, fora place in your columns; with a hope 
that it may fall inte the hands of some of said church, 
and show others the effects of the doctrines of men, 
which are contrary to the doetrine of Christ ; which is 
“first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be intreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and 
without hypocrisy.” F. 


Beloved Brethren and Sisters, 

I write to. acknowledge the receipt of a Jine from 
your clerk, informing me that by your vote, passed 
May 22d,1 was excluded from membership in your 
church ; and to communicate some thoughts, and some 
questions, naturally. suggested by the circumstance. 

Professing, as you do, to be followers of that-meel 





and humble Saviour, who tanght hie disciples to exer- | 





cise that disposition toward each other, which would 
forgive a brother, even seventy times seven ;—to be like 
that King who forgave his servant the whole debt, | 
was led to expect, that your holy profession would dic- 
tate such a course, as would be best calculated to ex- 
press the sincerity of your grief, anil not, like one ot 
old who had himself been forgiven, cast his brother into 
prison till he should pay the debt. Charity ieads me to 
hope that you designed my benefit. But, dear breth- 
ren, did you expect that the method you have taken 
would prove more effectual, than that which was laid 
down by the great apostle? Gal.vi. 1, 2, “Brethren, 
if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual 
restore such an one, in the spirit of meekness, consid- 
ering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.’ 
But, brethren, could | suppose that the spirit of meek- 
ness oceupied the uppermost seat in your breasts, 
when you thrust-me from you, without any labour to 
reclaim ? Must } not suppose that a pharisaical spirit 
had usurped the seat of that meekness which you pro- 
fess? when you virtually say, ‘‘stand by thyself, come 
not near me, for I am holier than thou??? Dear breth- 
ren, my tender regard for you, which I hope will ever 
remain, induces the belief that you were ignorant of 
the disposition, which you manifested ; being blinded 
by that traditional error which consigns to eternal burn- 
ings, in a future state, the major part of the human fam- 
ily ; and to the impression that I was one of the non- 
elect, I attributed your precipitate movement. Breth- 
ren, one word more; although you have cast me off 
with this apparent contempt, as no more worthy to ap- 
proach you, yet I rejoice in the belief, that God will 
prove faithful to his promise, made to Abraham, that in 
his **seed all the families of the earth should be blessed;”” 
and that Christ died, not for a part, but for the whole 
world ; consequently he will save his people for whom 
he died, from their sins. Therefore, 1 do not mourn as 
one who hath no hope ; for.notwithstanding I see a law 
in my members, warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin, yet I 
have the assurance, that ‘the creature was made sub- 
ject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who 
hath subjected the same in hope.” For this purpose was 
the Son of God manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil, and not the souls of men. Thie 
change in my religious views is not the result of a mo- 
ment’s thought, but of serious, deliberate, and powerful 
meditation. Think not, dear brethren, that | write to 
retaliate ; no—if 1 know my feelings, the spirit of re- 
venge is as foreign from my heart, as] could wish sin to 
be. The-feelings of sincere love and friendship have 
dictated every line ; for I anticipate the joyful period, 
when you and I shall be delivered from the body of this 
death, and return to Zion with songs and everlasting 
Joy upen our heads. May the God of love and peace 
dwell richly in you, and dispose you to entertain views 
more honorable to himself, and more consistent with 
the benevolence of human-nature ; ane may he whom 
you have called to become your pastor and teacher, not. 
come to you with a gospel, that shall set bounds to the 
benevolence and mercy of God, hut may he come to 
you in the fulness of the blessing of the gospe) of Christ, 
which is “glad tidings-of great joy.to all people.” 
Thus, beloved brethren, 1 remain in the bonds of. 
christian tenderness, your sincere, though rejected: 
friend, THOMAS G. FARNSWORTH. 
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A QUESTION TO “ARMINIUS,” 


Sir,—Seeing, not long since, in a recent number of- 
the Magazine, ‘‘a question,” pot by you “to the can- 
did” among the Calvinists; and believing that there 
are many such among them, | presumed that you also, 





was possessed of the virtue of being candid, and would 
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respectfully to propose to you, viz. Why do you not | nearly related to moral death,) is, the unqualified and 
believe in the final happiness of all mankind? Seeing, harsh manner, in which Le proceded, impliedly to cen- 


they have one Maker, who is equally good to all; that) sure the characters of such men as Chauncy, Winches- 


be wills the happiness of all; that Christ has died for | 


ier, and Murray, for having basely ‘dishonored the all- 


all; that the gospel is to be preached to all; that the | merciful Creator, so much” as to believe this death to 
holy spirit is to be poured out upon all, and that, by its| be a natural death; and consequently, “to carry this 


divine influence, all are to confess, that Jesus Christ is | 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Ifthese things are so, as I suppose you verily believe | 
they are; If God created the human raoe in lore, with | 
an everlasting purpose to bless them with eternal hap- | 
piness; if the fruit of that love ts the gift of Christ, and | 
through him universal redemption ; if the consequence | 
of Christ's redemption is the promulgation of eternal | 
life, and that promu/gation is accompanied by the oper- | 
ation of the spirtt of God to every creature under heave | 
en; and, if the frui/ of the word and spiril of God unii- 
ed, be the (rue faith in, and the cordial submission of 
eyery creature, in the visible and invisible world to, 
Christ, as Lord and Saviour; how then, can you resist 
the conclusion, that all mankind will be finally blessed ? 
But why should you wish to avoid this conclusion? Is 
not God perfectly able, by the above mentioned means, 
to effect all this consistently with the moral agency of 
man? surely he is; the conversion of every sinner de- 
monstrates this truth. 

Further, sir, if he can perform this, consistently with 
the freedom of human agency. Can_he omit it con- 
sistently with his own perfect goodness ; (and lastly, 
let me ask who would be injured by it) should he, in 
his great mercy, convert this whole world of sinners, to 
his own praise and glory, if you think, that with this 
benevolent sentiment, a sufficiency of fear and punish- 
ment may not be forcibly urged to effectually check all 
sinners in the commission of sin, who can be at al] check- 
ed by any fear, however great, and any punishment 
however long? I must intreat that you will again con- 
sider this matter, and reffect that God hath said by his 
holy prophets, that endless wrath would destroy, but 
not convert, the souls he has made ; (see Isa. lvii. 16,) 
and realize to yourself, that the difference, between the 
longest possible limited punishment, and an endless 
punishment must always be infinite. Dtese, 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—A writer in the Magazine of July 7th, seems to 
some of your readers (to one at least) to have plunged 
into the waters of metaphysics, rather before he had 
jearned to swim in, or walk upon them. He proposed 
to quote a number of passages of scripture, ‘tin which 
the words life and death occur,” and “to prove from 
scripture that they are moral instead of literal,” (natur- 





aL.) He proceeded to quote the passages, but the 
proof that the life and death, mentioned im all of them, 
is moral and not natural, is, at least, as it appears to 
me, rather wanting. His principal object, in his essay, 
as far as it is discernible, was, to prove that the death 
denounced in-Gen. ii. 7, and that mentioned in Jobn 
y. 28, 29, was wholly moval. But whemhe had quoted 
the first passage, Gen. il. 7, not recollecting any scrip- 
ture to prove the death to be moral, and. not natural, 
he appealed, with much apparent confidence, to every 
one, ‘‘who had ever reasoned with this book,” for his 
ready assent without such proofs being made. And 
when he came to the second of those passages, John v. 
28, 29, the proof not being at hand, he-graciously refer- 
red the reader to a printed sermon, of the former editor 
of the Magazine, which he thinks ‘displays it in a very 
luminous manner.’ This is-all. very well, though ] 
cannot for one,think that appeals to reason;or even to the 
sermon above alluded to, are quite equal to plain scrip- 
tureevidence. But what gave me the most surprise, 
and what makes me fear that ‘Robert’? has himself, 





experienced the death of good menners, (which is very 


| resurrection of damnation to another world ;”’ when, at 
| the same time, he had not produced the least shade of 


scripture evidence, to show why they should not be- 
lieve, and preach as they did ; nor why we should un- 
derstand the above mentioned passages, as he suggests 
they should be understood, not “‘to dishonor the all- 
merciful Creator.”? These remarks have proceeded 
from an ardent love for the lruth as il ts in Jesus. A 
sincere respect for the reputation, of those great and 
good men, who have defended. it; and an unaffected 
TIMOTILY. 


friendship for **itobert.” 
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WATERTOWN, N. Y. JuLy 2. 
To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—It may not be uninteresting to learn the state of 
public opinion, in regard to the doctrine which the Uni- 
versalist Magazine advocates; the reception with which 
it meets among us, and the effects it produces. 

Two years-have elapsed, since the Universalist Mag- 
azine found its way inte this part of the country. Pre- 
vious to that time the doctrine, which itinculcates, had 
not been promulgated ; excepting three or four lectures 
delivered by tranecient persons, usually denominated 
heretics. 

The inhabitants of this, and the adjoining towns, have 
not lived (as we say of others) in heathenish darkness, 
with the ‘‘dim light of nature” only, by which to spell 
out their duty ? but have had the gospel, or supposed 
gospel, dispensed to them for many years; the result 
of which has been, as in other plaees, the erection of 
chapels ; formation of churches, amd organization of 
societies, for the promofion of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, &c. 

As is usual, professing believers were divided into va- 
rious sects ; of which the two most numerous were the 
Presbyterian Calvinists, and Arminians. Sach was our 
situation when, as a pilgrim and stranger your Magazine 
first made its appearance in an orthodox wilderness. 

Few in number, and each almost exclusively confin- 
ed under the roof of its hospitable patron, it was not to 
be expected that the Magazine, containing as it did, 
doctrines of equality and impartiality,—doctrines, so di- 
rectly contravening the popular ones of the day, could 
very soon, or easily make an impression on the public 
mind. It has, however, thus far out-lived the storm ; 
and we have the pleasure to state, that many in this 
place, whose opposition was great at first, and whose 
conscientious scruples prevented a perusal of it, are now 
divested of such feeling, and express, not only a desire 
to read it, but much satisfaction at the knowledge de- 
rived from such a source. 

In aid of that gospel, which was announced to the 
shepherds, and in confirmation of the same, which 
teaches the denying of ungodliness.s We have had 
sent to us, a young ministering believer of unlimited 
faith; (Rev. Pitt Morse,) who appears “to be always 
ready to give an answer,’? &c. From his public dis- 
courses and private conversation, much new and useful 
instruction, ! think, has been derived. He will proba- 
bly remain a year, or longer with us- 

The situation of this country, I think, affords propects 
flattering and exhilirating to the hopes and desires of 
those whose minds are not prejudiced by a blind, mis- 
taken, and bigoted zea]; and whose. opinions are not 
tramelled by superstitious notions, and-orthodox creeds. 

An excitement for inquiry appears to have been pro- 
duced; not known that excitement which leads its vo- 
tary to disfellowship all who do not subscribe to the 


same dogmas, and same creeds; but apparently one 
consisting in a dispassionate investigation of the impor- 
tant subject, to which the attention of all has so Jong 
been invited. And it is to be hoped, that the resud 
will be the same as that of the primitive christians ; 
coming to the knowledge of the truth; and being made 
free. Accept my best wishes for the success of an un- 
dertaking so importent as that of yours, accompanied 
with a hope, that by your labours, light and truth may 
Yours affectionately. 


A CORRESPONDENT. 


be elicited. 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—Some people have a happy facility in making 
use of their inventive powers, to frame excuses for no! 
performing (hat, which the public bave a right to ex- 
pect of them. There are those, who, after having sect 
people by the ears on theological topics, by entering 
the field of controversy, when finding themselves beset 
and hemmed in on all sides, take it into their heads to 
retreat from the scene of action, by sounding a pasley, 
and inviting their opponents to ‘‘a private conference ;”’ 
urging principles of delicacy as the molives for declining 
‘ta newspaper discussion ;”? *twant of time,” as an ex- 
cuse, and ignorance of the opponent’s **name,” as a 
justification of silence! After all, such persons make 
an honorable retreat, by declaring that they donot decline 
the contest through ‘‘fear,” but from inconvenience.— 
Strange, that a Rev. Prof. who could spare time to com- 
mence,& carry on a pamphlet war for the purpose of pul- 
ling down a rival ,should be prevented, by ‘‘waut of time,” 
delicacy, &c. from vindicating himself, and maintain- 
ing hisown ground by afew shortessays! I think that 
he, who appears in public, in the manner in which Mr. 
S—— has done, in pamphlet form, need not be much 
startled at the name of a newspaper! Perhaps, how- 
ever, the Rev. Gentleman may suppose that himsel/, 
the printers, and the public, alias booksellers, may not 
reap so much inirinsic benefit from one,as from the 
other. OBSERVER. 


—- 








MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Channing, Mr. Eben- 
ezer Rollins [not Robbins as published in our last} to 
Mrs. Frances H. Morse. 

Mr. Festus Brigham to Miss Margaret Witherspoon. 

By the Rev. Mr. Wiley, Mr. Samuel F. Holbrook to 
Miss Mary S. Blanchard. 

By ihe Rev. Dr. Freeman, Hon. Samuel W. Dana, 
of Middletown, late-U.S. Senator, to Miss Mary Alsop. 

By the Rev. Dr. Gardner, Mr. Ephraim Currier to 
Miss Louisa Parker. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dwight, Mr. John Dugan to Miss 
Eliza Ward. 

Z. G. Whitman, Esq. to Miss Maria Abrahams, both 
of Boston. 

By the Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. Samuel Choats to Mrs. 
Urenea Leeds. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. John Davis to Miss 
Joanna Scull. 


_———— 


DIED, 

In this town, Abby, child of Capt. Frances Southack, 
aged 12 mo. 

Mrs. Sarah, wife of Mr. Eben Parker, 43. 

Mr. Edward Jarvis, 64, and Mrs. Mary L. D. Eaton, 
wife of Mr. William Eaton, 31, both in one family, of 
consumption. 

Mr. George K. Edgar, 27.—Louisa Augusta, daugh- 
ter of George and Rebecca Reading, 2.— William Hen- 
ry, youngest child of Mrs. Mary Butler, 3.—Mr. Lott 
Bemis, 49.—-Mr. George K. Edgar, 27.—Miss Dorcas 
Farmer, 36. 

_ Timothy, youngest son of the late Timothy Fletcher, 
rinter, 4.—Maria, youngest daughter of widow Susan 
lms, 17 mo. 

Frederick S, Greenwood, aged 16, san of the late 
Johu Greenwood, Esq. of London. 

On board ship Hougua, John Smith, seamen. 

Mr. Matthew Fory, a native of Ireland, aged 25. 





In Hingham, Capt. Thomas Harding, aged 47. 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,— While some of your correspondents are busily 
engaged in receiving the smiles of the muses in their 
closets; may I be permitted to ramble through the po- 
etical gardens, and, in return, gather some of the various 
productions which are found in the groves of the muses, 
and transplant them into your Magazine? The follow- 
ing hymns are selected from a pamphlet entitled, 
“Hymns for the nativity of our Saviour Jesus Christ» — 
in four parts. 1. The works of nature are called upon 
for songs of praise. 2. The primitive church is also 
called upon for her songs of praise. 3. The present 
church continues the songs of praise. 4. The inhabi- 
tants of heaven, respond with acclamations of joy, and 
songs of praise. Thus praise is universal. ‘Praise ye 
the Lord.” LAY PREACHER. 


UNIVERSAL PRAISE. 
PART I. 
WORKS OF NATURE. 
PLANTS. 
Let deserts with singing and blossoms be glad, 
The barren waste places with verdure be clad ; 


Let roses and lillies enamel the fields, 
And Parar the spices of Araby’s yields : 


Let firtree and cedar the forest adorn, 
And myrtle-tree flourish instead of the thorn: 
For Jesse’s best offspring produces a rod, 
A cedar adorning the garden of God. 
PART II, 
PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 
ZACHARIAS, ANNA, AND SIMEON. 
Priest, prophetess and aged man, 
Depart in peace, for now the plan 
Of consolation is complete : 
While through Judea’s land is sung, 
The joyful news, with grateful tongue, 
The hymn of praise to God repeat. 


The morning of sslvation dawns ; 

And see, o’er Beth’lem’s spangled lawns, 
The Sun of Righteousness arise ; 

And now he gains the highest hills, 

And now with light th’ horrizon fills, 
Now darts his splendours o’er the skies ! 


The day is come, so long foretold 
By holy men inspir’d of old ; 
The day of pardon and release : 
The mists of darkness are dispell’d, 
The trumpet-call to battle quell’d, 
And nought is heard but sounds of peace. 


PART Ill. 


PRESENT CHURCH. 
THE WEAK AND STRONG. 
Be fill’'d with gratitude, ye weak, 
For your protector comes; 


He guards the patient, shields the meek, 
The tyrant’s hand benumbs. 


Hie gives the charm the rude to tame, 
And over savage hearts, 

The pow’r, which milder manners claim, 
Which gentleness imparts. 


And boast not of your might, ye strong, 
Nor in your arm confide ; 

lor Christ subdues the sons of wrong, 
Of insolence and pride. 

Hiis words the haughty breast control, 
The fercest passions bind ; 

And while they subjugate the soul, 
Troe happiness ye find. 
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PART IV. 
INHABITANTS OF HEAVEN. 
SERAPHS AND ELDERS. 


Ye, who stand round the throne, 

Seraphs, worship God alone ; 

Elders, at his feet bow down ; 

Cast before the throne your crown: 
Praise the Lorp in joyful strains : 
Gop, the Lonp, forever reigns. 


Reigns o’er worlds above, below ; 
From his love all blessings flow— 
More than all, the gift divine, 

Christ, in whom all virtues shine :— 
Praise the Lonp in joyful strains ; 
Gop, the Lo®p, forever reigns! 

CONCLUSION. 

‘Every creature which is in heaven, on the earth, 
and under the earth; together with nature’s works, 
having performed, each, a song of praise to their Crea- 
tor, for a manifestation of his love to man, in the birth 
of a Saviour,—they again unite and sing in concert :— 

Let all who dwell in air and earth, 
Hymn the blest day of Jesus’s birth ; 
Let men below, and saints above, 

Extol his name and sing his love! 


SELECTED. 
THE EARTHQUAKE. 


Still was the hour, the moon drove high 

Her cloudless course along the sky ; 

The winds were hush’d, no zephyr’s sigh, 
Breath’d o*er the dread tranquility. 


What awful stillness reigns around ! 

Nature seems sunk in sleep profound— 

What sudden trembling moves the ground? 
What shakes the world thus fearfully ? 


Earth’s bosom seems with pain to swell— 
What wandering spirit strikes that bell! 
Nature! is this thy funeral knell? 

My soul! is this eternity ? 


Behold! the mighty mountains nod ; 

As when on Sinai’s summit, trod 

The footsteps of th’? Eternal God, 
When he unveil’d his majesty! 


How dread the thunder’s awful roll, 

That shakes the earth from pole to pole! 

What power can thus convulse the whole? 
Can it be less than Deity? 





—— 
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NOLINESS. 


Holiness is that heavenly and spiritual principle in 
the heart, which produces pure and perfect love to 
God ; and sincere and impartial regard for the happi- 
ness of man; with all those celestial affections and out- 
ward actions, which express Jove to God, and good will 
to the human race ; and this prepares men for the en- 
joyment of heaven, and the society of the blessed. 

In holiness there ig no mixture of selfishness, partial- 


jity, hatred or revenge; but every sentiment and feel- 


ing, that can refine and elevate the human character, 
and render man lovely and desirable to his fellow man. 
This- principle, whether in God, or in men, seeks the 
greatest possible good of created intelligences ; and 
never can cease so doing, till there is no imperfection 
toremedy. Any punishment, or the infliction of suf- 
fering on any being, which is not necessary to its own 
happiness, is abhorrent in the sight of holy beings ; and 
equally so, is that false and sickly kindness, which 
feigns itself unable to endure even the thought of a 
reasonable punishment, designed solely for the good of 
the sinner. No man on earth, possesses perfect holi- 
ness. In Christ alone, we have a perfect example of 
its influence on the temper and condyct: Aud though 
man since the fall, cannot attain it here below, only ina 
i degree, and thet by faith on the Son of God; yet, eve- 








ry christian has it in exercise, exactly in proportion to 
the strength and purity of his faith in the gospel.— 
Therefore, they who preach Christ mos/, will make 
men most holy in heart and life. Holiness can neither 
be counterfeited nor adulterated; for every senthnent 
of the heart, and every action of the life, is either real- 
ly holy, or really unholy, and not partly both: though 
some sentiments and some actions of the same person 
may be holy, and others unholy. Without perfect ho- 
liness no man can see God, or be perfectly happy.— 
Heaven itself, divested of holiness, would thenceforth 
cease to be a place of happiness. O reader, be per- 
suaded firmly to believe that the holiest of men are tru- 
ly the happiest of men; and seek thy happiness where 
it may be found. And for thy encouragement and com- 
fort, know that it is the benevolent design of all that 
thy blessed Saviour hath done, suffered, and instituted ; 
to make al] men finally holy and happy; so that holi- 
ness will be the most popular sentiment in the universe ; 
being written upon all the enjoyments of men, and ey 

en ‘“tupon the horses bells ;”? and sin and endless misery, 
and that deservedly, the most unpopular. D***., 











SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 

On Sunday, the U. S. ship Columbus, of 74 guns, 
Com. BAInBRIDGE, and the U. S. brig Spark, Capt. 
Exton, arrived in this harbor, from Gibraltar ;—where 
the Columbus had been relieved by the U. 5. frigate 
Constitution, Com. Jones. The Columbus and Spark 
sailed from Gibraltar the 6th June, and kept company 
the whole passage. 


The U. S. ship Ontario sailed from Gibraltar the 22d 
May, for Tunis. 


There will be a solar eclipse on the 27th August. It 
will be visible at Boston, commenving at 7 minutes be- 
fore 8 o’clock, A M. and ending 32 minutes afier 10 
o’clock. More than half of the dise will be obscured. 
In Georgia the eclipse will be annular. Ceniinel. 


We learn that a house at Woburn was struck by the 
lightning, on Saturday afternoon last. 





DIED, 

In this town, on Tuesday morning last, of a rapid 
consumtion, Dea. Richard Faxon, sged 74. ‘Uhe chur- 
acter of this gentleisan is too well known, ard conse- 
quently too highly estimated, to require a labored eulo- 
gium. In urbanity of manners, integrity of principic, 
and christian confidence, he was equalled by few, ex- 
ceeded by none. Deacon Faxon has sustained, thro? 
the course of a long life, the character of a man of up- 
right and henorable principles and conduct. He was, 
for several years, a member of the state legislature, and 
of many charitable societies, and har uniformly proved 
himself a patriotic citizen, and a sincere christicn, The 
hours of death were cheered to him by the same full, 
and unwavering reliance upon the blood of an all-aton- 
ing Redeemer, which had supported him for the last fil- 
ty years. His friends have the sweetest of al] consola- 
tions, that of reflecting that he attained happily and 
usefully a good old age,—that he lived respected, and 
died lamented.—Gaz. 

(cprif the friends of William Peirce, who died on his 
passage from Matanzas to Providence, in the brig Sall 
& Hope, will call on William Church, they will be in- 
formed of something to their advantage. It is believed 
he belonged to Massachusetts, and was a carpenter by 
occupation. Ifthe printers of Boston and New-Bed- 
ford will give the above an insertion, it may be the 
means of relieving the distressed. 

Providence, July 24. 








For Sale very Cheap, 
HE Copy-rights of a great number of SERMONS, 
- all in favor of Universal Salyation—By THomas 
Jones, Pastor of the Independent Church of Glouces- 
ter, Mass. The said Sermons wil! be disposed of singly 
or inany numbers wished for. Letters, post paid, to 
the Anthor will be attended to. 





UST published by Messrs.Munrok & FRAncis,and 

for sale at this Office, “The Universalist Hymn 
Book ; a new collection of Psalms and Hymns, for the 
use of the Universalist Societies, by Hosea Batiou 
and Epwarp TuRNER.” This book, which is recom- 
mended to the people of our order, is accepted by the 
Second Universalist Society in this town, and will come 
into public-use, in their worship, on the 3d Sabbath of 
Atigust next. 


A few copies of Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement may 





be hod at this office. 
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